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A Chartered Club of AMCRC 

SoCalAMX 

Now AMCRC! 
It’s official! AMCRC has accepted our application 
to join them as a chartered club. I emailed our 
application in last Friday to AMCRC President 
Brian Yacino and had a response by the same 
evening. I was able to communicate with 
AMCRC Membership Chairperson Sandy 
Busque and get the membership numbers listed 
below before our club members even received 
them. 
 
By being a chartered club we will now be eligible 
for event insurance for our annual car show held 
in May each year.  
 
Each new member should shortly receive from 
AMCRC a starter package of sorts which should 
contain an issue of their quarterly publication 
called Rambler Reader, a window decal, and 
other goodies. 
 
Thank you for everyone who stepped up and 
joined up for AMCRC. I was hoping to get at 
least five people and ended up with 18! Here’s 
the list.. 

Steve Fox 8634 
Randy Kirby 9399 
Mark Melvin 9470 

Ron Akerman 9476 
Dominic Silvestri 9551 

Jeff Jung 9554 
Dale Crum 9583 

Roger Realsen 9605 
Jim Weil 9630 

Jerry Le Mon 9633 
Dave Chick 9634 
Allen Tyler 9636 

John Siciliano 9637 
John Caley 9638 

Richard White 9639 
Keith Magee 9644 

Robert Welther 9649 
Nat Powers 9650 

Cruise the Rose Parade! 
Come one, come all! This year on New Year 
Eve’s day (Tuesday, December 31) I am going 
to drive my AMX to where the old Fuddruckers 
in Pasadena used to be, nearby Foothill & 
Rosemead off the 210 freeway. There starting 
from 7am will be around 300 or more classic 
cars meeting up to check out each other’s cars 
and drink coffee and grab some food. Then at 
10am everybody jumps in their cars and head 
east on Foothill which turns into Colorado Blvd.  
 
Hey, that happens to be the Rose Parade route 
and there will be thousands of people sitting on 
the curb getting into position for the parade the 
next day—and will be bored and find very excit-
ing to see hundreds of cool cars cruising down 
the street in front of them. At the west end of the 
route everybody hangs a U-turn and cruises 
back in the opposite direction. I welcome any-
body to join me. Contact me on Yahoo Groups if 
you have any questions.. 

Mark Melvin 
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Dave Chick and I attended this unusual and 
quite interesting show a couple of years ago 
(this year, on Sunday, Dec. 29, 2013.) 
 
Here's a description of what you will find there: 
This is an event we look forward to all year 
long. Restricted to pre-1933 cars (although eve-
rything shows up,) the morning starts with a 
casual car show of up to 400 cars—ranging 
from unrestored Model T Fords to meticulously 
restored Duesenbergs. Many cars that are nev-
er seen on SoCal roads show up for this event. 
In mid-morning the cars head out onto local 
streets for a tour mapped out by the Horseless 
Carriage Club. No pre-registration; just show up 
for a great day. If you don't have a car to drive, 
come anyway, just to look. 
 
Holiday Motor Excursion 
Irwindale Motor Speedway,  
Live Oak Ave at the 605 Freeway, Irwindale, CA 
 
I'll be attending this interesting show this 
year...anyone else? Just show up early 
(like 8:00 am or before) to see cars you have 
probably never seen before. 
 

Steve Fox 

Orphan Car Show 
October 19th, 2013 was the date of the 10th an-
nual Southern California Cougar Club & Mercu-
ry’s car show in Anaheim. The show features 
mostly Ford powered cars but also cater to odd-
ball and orphaned cars, which hey, includes 
AMC, so that’s why we were there! We had six 
cars there from our club; myself, Bob Martinez, 
John Siciliano, John Hayes, Randy Kirby, and 
Jerry Le Mon. 
 
Winners of trophies in the AMC class were John 
Hayes (68 AMX) (2nd Place), and Jerry Le Mon 
(68 AMX) (1st Place). John’s AMX has a super-
charged Chevy power plant in the engine com-
partment which draws many looks from specta-
tors.  
 
Jerry is the original owner of his AMX. He told 
me he bought it in 1968 in Long Beach when he 
was 29 years old. After 45 years of ownership 

he is now 70 years old and ever more the proud 
owner of his car! Jerry told me he will never sell 
the car, not until the day he dies. By the way, 
Jerry was excited too for winning 1st Place at the 
car show. He hasn’t won a piece of hardware 
like that since the 70’s he said. 

Mark Melvin 

Randy Kirby’s 
 1970 Rebel Machine 

John Hayes 1968 AMX 

Bob Martinez’s 1970 AMX 
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Hi Mark, 
 
Just posted a quick introduction and have at-
tached pictures of my road racing prepped 1970 
AMX.  It features a 1975 Bobby Allison NAS-
CAR engine, NASCAR drivetrain and Trans Am 
suspension yet remains street legal. It was at 
the 2011 AMO Nationals in Sedona and fea-
tured in the Sept 2012 edition of Hemmings 
Muscle Machine. Thanks! 

Hal Lynch 

Rebel SST 
My name is Roger Realsen.  I have been a 
SoCal resident since preschool (defacto native I 
would say). Now in my late 40's, I am a tele-
commuting IT Consultant and actually do like 
what I do. Have been doing the "Work from 
home" thing for about 4 1/2 years now. About 1 
year in to it, having my Yukon Denali sitting in 
the driveway 95% of it's life seemed a waste, so 
we sold it. About 1 1/2 years later, having to 
play car-jockey with my wife's vehicle was get-
ting to be a pain so I went on the search for a 
"small, cheap" solution ... so eBay, Auto Trader 
and Craigslist became my daily ritual. 
 
Now, I am not a "car guy" in the sense that I 
know mechanics ... I would probably mess up 
attempting an old change these days (last time I 
did that, I was in high school). However, I have 
always loved and appreciated older cars. I tend 
to watch nearly every car or car related show on 
TV (really like Overhaulin'). 
 
So one day in June 2012 this 1967 AMC Ram-
bler Rebel SST came up for sale on eBay. A 
true running, daily driver that looked immaculate 
from the pictures. Even better yet it was local. I 

Emailed the seller and went to test drive it. It 
drove fine for what I could tell (again I am not a 
tech guy at all). Anyway, I ended up making a 
successful offer and have been the wonderfully 
happy owner ever since. 
 
So here I am ... I joined SoCalAMX, AMCRC 
and just about every Facebook Group I could 
relating to AMC and/or AMX. 
 

Sincerely, Roger Realsen  
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Las Vegas Show Report 
Here’s the report on our annual trip to Las Ve-
gas for the AMC Reunion put on by Mark 
Ogulnick’s club. On Thursday after getting off 
from work I met up with Randy & Cindy Kirby 

(70 Rebel Machine), John Siciliano (69 AMX), 
and Allen Tyler (68 AMX) at the usual McDon-
alds in Hesperia. From there we convoyed to a 
lunch stop in Barstow at a local Italian eating 
joint, and further convoyed to the Railroad Pass 

Hotel and arrived mid-afternoon. The rest of the 
day was spent equally between the gambling 
tables, slot machines, drinking beers with the 
local AMC’ers, and eating dinner at the hotel’s 
buffet. 
 
I started Friday off by going to a favorite break-
fast café in Boulder City called the “Coffee Cup” 
and loaded up on an omelet, pancakes, and cof-
fee. Around noon time those there at the hotel 
convoyed to downtown Las Vegas to visit an 
automotive museum called the “Sunbelt Collec-
tion.”  
 
My second visit there but I enjoyed it more this 
time around. There are pictures of these special 

cars at the museum at this link: http://goo.gl/
nNts5f. 
Arriving later on Friday were Hobie Kaptan (69 
AMX), Bob Martinez (70 AMX), Dale & Carol 

Crum (70 Javelin), Richard White (68 AMX), 
Steve Fox (69 Scrambler), and Steve Dawson 
(69 AMX). After the museum visit everybody 
headed over to the local park where the 

SNAMC club put on another one of their great 
bar-b-q’s. Sweating over the stove was once 
again Andy Ray, with beer in hand. Burgers & 
hot dogs were cooked until the packages were 
emptied.  
 
Saturday started with another trip to the Coffee 
Cup with myself and Dave & Kati, Hobie, Bob, 

Mark Melvin’s 1969 AMX 

Allen Tyler’s 1968 AMX 

John Siciliano’s 1969 AMX 

Dave & Kati Chick’s 1968 AMX 

Bob Martinez’s 1970 AMX 
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mance. Before the buffet banquet everyone met 
in the Chick’s room for happy hour. 
Sunday morning dawned early and I headed to-
wards the, now often visited, Coffee Cup restau-
rant. As I warmed up my AMX I noticed that 
John S., Allen T., Steve D., and Steve F. had 
already started their trek home. After motoring 
over to Boulder City I bumped into Dale and 
Carol and joined them for breakfast. Together 
we followed each other home and waved good-
bye at the 15 & 10 freeways. 
 
As it is every year, it will be all too soon when 
the next show approaches and we’ll do it all 
over again. I’m planning on it! 

Randy & Cindy. Soon after arriving back at the 
hotel the car show was on. This 8th annual show 
set a record for AMC vehicle attendance at 65 
cars! A lot of miles were put on the shoes of 
everyone walking up and down the lines, talking 
to one another, and taking pictures. Pictures of 
the show can be viewed at this link: http://
goo.gl/HCTUkU. 
 

At the end of the show everyone moved into the 
hotel to the meeting room where trophies were 
presented to the winners of each class. From 

our club we won four trophies; Dale Crum 2nd 
Place Javelin, John Siciliano 2nd Place Stock 
AMX, Allen Tyler 1st Place non-Stock AMX, and 
Randy Kirby 1st Place Specialty/High Perfor-

Steve Dawson’s 1969 AMX 

Steve Fox’s 1969 SC/Rambler 

Dale & Carol Crum’s 1970 Donohue Javelin 

Hobie Kaptan’s 1969 AMX Randy Kirby’s 1970 Rebel Machine 
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Two New Friends! 
I had a great Sunday two weeks ago. I made 
new friends with 4 people, all of which are in-
volved in the separate restorations of two 69 
AMXs. 
 
First I met up with Robert Welther and his son, 
at their Woodland Hills home to deliver a set of 
exhaust manifolds from the previous week’s Las 

Vegas Show. The father and son team are re-
storing a 1969 390 Auto Go-Pack AMX. This is 
the first car for 15 year old son Cameron and 
the car is well under way in its restoration. It has 
already been stripped down and is hanging on a 
rotisserie.  
 
They have a three car garage just for the pro-
ject, complete with one of those “gas station” 
type lifts in the middle bay. If possible I hope to 
keep everyone updated from time to time on the 
progress. 
 
Later the same day I drove from Woodland Hills 
to Temecula to meet up with Jim McBreaty and 
Alan Cooper to look at some parts I had for 

sale. Jim is restoring a 1969 AMX in the San 
Diego area and will be joining us when the car 
is finished. 

Cameron & Robert Welther 

Jim McBreaty’s 1969 AMX 

Website Facelift! 
The website you see now at socalamx.net has 
mostly remained unchanged since 2001 when I 
first designed the page and put it online. It is a 
static site that never changes unless I make 
changes to it, and doesn’t give anybody a rea-
son to revisit it after an initial viewing. A new 
site should be dynamic and change daily and 
bring members to the site often for updated in-
formation. 
 
After months of consideration and thought I 
think I am ready to make the plunge and bring 
the website up to today’s standards. The new 
site should have, amongst several things, a fo-
rum, and a member’s car area. It will have an 
integrated calendar in which Randy Kirby, our 
club event chairperson, will be able to log in re-
motely and add events to the calendar. I will try 
to have it running sometime early in 2014. 
 
Unless my mind changes in the next few weeks 
I will be using the Word Press software. I have 
already been testing a version of it. It’s very 
popular among developers and there are almost 
unlimited modifications available. Stay tuned for 
updates! 

Mark Melvin 
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1955 LINCOLN INDIANAPOLIS 1955 MERCURY D524 

1959 CADILLAC CYCLONE 1959 GM FIREBIRD III 

1957 CHRYSLER DIABLO 1958 FORD X-2000 

1956 PACKARD PREDICTOR 1956 PONTIAC CLUB DE MER 

1956 BUICK CENTURION II 1956 OLDSMOBILE GOLDEN ROCKET 

More  1950’s Concept Cars.. 
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FREE! FREE! FREE! 
I hope that grabbed your attention. The SoCalAMX.net monthly newsletter has a nominal cost of 
$0.00 per issue due to the availability of Internet delivery. If you have problems downloading the 
newsletter I will make arrangements with you to send a copy via the United States Post Office, 
for a small fee to cover postage. 
 
The newsletter is published in the Adobe .pdf format because it can be viewed across all comput-
er platforms such as Windows, Mac, and Linux. You can always download the most current ver-
sion of Adobe Reader X (ver. 10.x currently) at their web site (adobe.com). Sometimes, if you’re 
having a problem viewing a .pdf document, installing a fresh copy of Adobe will cure your prob-
lem. Adobe’s new Reader seems to load much faster than past versions, but be informed the 
download is about 52 meggy bites!. 
 
The newsletter is available for downloading at www.socalamx.net/newsletter. All back issues will 
be available as they are published monthly. If you have received a notice for this newsletter and 
wish to be taken off simply email me at mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll get you off the list prompt-
ly. 
 
Just think how busy I’ll be if articles are submitted to me, by you, members of SoCalAMX? Send 
all submissions, pictures and text, to mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll do my best with them. The 
deadline for the following month’s newsletter is the 15th of the current month. 

Mark Melvin,  
SoCalAMX Newsletter Editor 

Support Your Newsletter 
 
Writers are needed to help support this AMC newsletter. I welcome submissions from each of you who 
attend the events we go to each month.  
 
You don’t need to be a super writer or own a wiz bang word processor program. All you have to do is just 
send me a simple email as your article text and I’ll do all the formatting and spell checking for you.  
 
Please do attach pictures to your email if you have them! Send your stuff to: mightypilot@gmail.com 

Member Spotlight 
Now is your chance to be famous! We need volunteers for the monthly “Member Spotlight” article in 
the newsletter. All you have to do is give up some information on yourself and your car that you 
think might be fun for the others to read about.  
 
It’s easy to do, just go to http://socalamx.net/memberspotlight.htm and use the online form to send 
me the goods. Please send a few photos in addition to mark@socalamx.net to use along with your 
information about you and your car.  
 
To get an idea of what exactly to say read a few of the recent newsletters for the Member Spotlight 
articles in them. Go to socalamx.net and click on Newsletter. 


