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Official Publication of SoCalAMX www.socalamx.net/newsletter 

SoCalAMX Calendar 
 

12th Annual SoCalAMX AMC Show 
Saturday, May 19, 2018 

Cable Airport, Upland, CA 
socalamx.net/carshow 

 

3rd Annual California Central Coast  
AMC/Rambler Show 

Hosted by Pacific Gold Rush Ramblers  

September 7-8, 2018 
Radisson Hotel, Santa Maria, CA 

 

13th Annual Las Vegas AMC Reunion 
November 2-3, 2018 
Hoover Dam Lodge 

Boulder City, Nevada 
snamc.amcrc.com 

 

In-N-Out/Hotrod Mag Car Show 
70th Anniversary  
Pomona Fairplex 

November 17, 2018 
 

Check the online Calendar at socalamx.net 
Join SoCalAMX so you can automatically receive updates and details 

of events listed above. Go to socalamx.net/1/join.htm 

 
Check out “socalcarculture.com” for listings of shows in SoCal! 

SoCalAMX 
Proudly A Chartered Club of AMCRC 

Issue 81 May 2018 

2018 SoCalAMX Car Show 
Wow, the upcoming AMC Car Show is coming at us 
like a lightning bolt. Before you know it, zap, it’ll be 
here. 
 
The show is set for Saturday, May 19th, at Cable Air-
port, at 10am. I hope to see a strong turnout again 
this year. I have been receiving entries in the mail 
box and entering them into my database program. 
The trophies have arrived and t-shirts have been 
ordered. Only final preparations remain. I hope to 
see you at the show on the 19th. 
 
Get your entry in the mail if you’re planning on com-
ing. It helps reduce the amount of data entry into the 
computer on show day. 
 

Information available at: 
http://socalamx.net/carshow 

 
Confirmation postcards will also be in the mail short-
ly. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone there at 
the show. 

Mark Melvin 
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The One That We Missed! 
First a little history of the club. When I moved to 
West Covina in 1987, it was around the time of the 
beginning of what we now know as the Internet. As 
soon as cable was available to me, I got my com-
puter hooked up and everything boomed after that. 
Wow, this Internet thing is really something, maybe 
it’s a good way to reach other AMX owners like my-
self locally in Southern California. I figured there 
must be many other AMX owners out there, but 
where are they? That’s how SoCalAMX got started 
in 2001, a simple web site with information to direct 
other AMX owners on how to get in contact with 
each other through Yahoo Groups, a new Internet 
messaging system at the time. 
 
For the first year I didn’t meet anyone through my 
new web site. Then in 2002, the second year, I met 
Hobie Kaptan, and Dave & Katy Chick and family. 
The club such as it was, grew slowly but steady 
over the following years. In 2007 we had our first 
annual AMC Car Show at the Irwindale Speedway 
with 50 cars, including Jeff Teague in attendance 
with his AMX/3. 
 
The web site SoCalAMX has full-filled its purpose, 
of uniting AMC’ers from around Southern California. 
But we missed one. And that’s what this story is 
about. 
 
After announcing our 12th Annual Car Show earlier 
this year, one of the first entries I received was from 
a Steve Norbalm—in West Covina of all places—
the same city I live in. Furthermore, the car he has 
is a 1969 Big Bad Green California 500 Special 
AMX, the car having been bought new by his family 
at the Ricker Motors AMC dealership in Whittier. 
 
Wow, I’ve been living in West Covina for 30 years, 
I’ve never seen this car or met its owner. I need to 
call them up and go over and see it. Yesterday was 
the day. I cranked up my red 69 AMX and rumbled 
over to the address I was given to check out this 
car. The guy I first met was Robert Hill who was 
working on tuning the engine, getting it ready for 
our car show. But he wasn’t the owner, rather a 
longtime friend of the family, as he explained, who 
was the “gearhead” doing the work for the car own-
er’s family. 
 
I was a little confused at first but finally figured it all 
out after chatting with Robert, and then Steve who 
showed up later. Here’s the complete story. Steve’s 
father Ron received the car new as a graduation 
present upon graduating from high school in 1969. 
He kept the car all these years, but along the way, 
as happens to many of these classic cars, it was 

pushed into a corner, neglected and the car suf-
fered. 
 
Late in 2017, Steve’s father Ron, the original owner, 
decided it was time to get the car out and rolling 
once again. With help from their family friend, Rob-
ert Hill, they had the car running and took it to the 
Covina “Thunderfest” Car Show in October. The 
following month in November Steve’s father Ron, 
the original owner, passed away. 
 
In my conversation with Robert and Steve I re-
marked, “Wow we’ve been living in the same city for 
30 years and never met. How cool would that have 
been to cruise over occasionally with my red AMX 
and meet up with you and your dad?” Steve replied 
that his dad would have really liked that. 
 
We can’t do anything about the past, but we can 
about the future. I say we commit to having our cars 
on the road as often as we can, for meeting up with 
other AMC owners out there. A good start would be 
to come to our club’s AMC Car Show on May 19th. 
By the way, Robert Hill and Steve Norbalm will be 
there with his dad’s 69 AMX. The car’s green paint 
is faded, black stripes all but gone, and the interior 
severely weathered. But I’m sure Steve would ap-
preciate everyone stopping by to take a look and 
say hi! 

Mark Melvin 
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Benedict Castle  

Carshow 

Sometimes things are for the better a second 
time around. They were for me on Sunday, April 
22, at the Benedict Castle Concourse Car Show 
in Riverside. I attended this show last year after 
only hearing about it 10 days or less before the 
event and ended up grabbing a 3rd place ribbon 
for my efforts. Although a very nicely run show 
with Maguires car care products as its main 
sponsor, this event wasn’t on my list of shows to 
attend a second time. That is until Steve Fox 
and I bumped into Nichole Maguire at January’s 
Grand National Roadster Show and were talked 
into coming to her Benedict Castle show. 
 
I had met a new friend, Jim Mikkelson (69 Ca-
maro), at last year’s San Marino Concourse 
Show. He happens to live in Riverside near the 
Benedict Castle, so he invited me to park my 
truck and trailer at his house, unload the Play-
mate AMX there, and drive over to the show 
with him. 
 
I had to get up at 2am that morning to get ready 
and fetch my truck and trailer and drive out to 
Riverside by 5am, as Jim had to be there early 
around 6am to help as an event worker. As I left 
the trailer yard I remembered I had forgotten my 
“show info letter” I just received in the mail. I 
hadn’t opened it, and not knowing if something 
important needed for the show was inside, I de-
cided to stop by the house and pick it up, which 
caused me to arrive later than planned at Jim’s 
house. After a cup of coffee and unloading the 
car, we were both off to the show. 
 
As it turned out I was towards the front of the 
line upon arrival, I lucked out and had a great 
parking spot just inside the entrance gate. Spec-
tators couldn’t help but notice the pink lady rest-
ing there, silently yet seductively greeting them 
to the show. 
 
After doing the normal cleaning on the car and 
proclaiming her ready for judging I grabbed my 
camera and headed to the far parts of the 
grounds to digitally record the other cars at the 
show. To fill out the hours while waiting for the 
judging results I ventured over to the food trucks 
and grabbed some grub, and found a few items 
to buy at a vendor’s booth, as future gifts come 
the holiday season. 

 
Because I had arrived so early with Jim the day 
got a little long by the time awards were an-
nounced. I was getting ready to walk over to the 
main stage area to listen to the awards, and Jim 
showed up and asked me if I had seen the rib-
bon on my car’s dash? “No, I wasn’t aware of it,” 
I told Jim. I was pleased to discover the ribbon 
was red in color indicating a second-place fin-
ish. Very cool as I wasn’t expecting to win any-
thing with so many other fine cars. 
 
When Jim was finally able to leave I followed his 
“Grabber Orange” Camaro out the gate and 
back to his house. While loading the AMX back 
into the trailer I realized I had Rich Truesdell’s 
backpack and camera in my trunk, where he 
had placed it late in the day. I called Rich to tell 
him where I was, and he stopped by to pick his 
gear up. Jim and Rich got to meet each other 
and a long winded conversation began, which I 
think turned into a new friendship, just like mine 
with Jim a year earlier. 
 
So, the Benedict Castle was indeed better this 
time around. Maybe I should return next year 
and try for a 1st Place win, since I already have 
a 3rd and 2nd. Make it a trifecta of wins! 

Mark Melvin 
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Benedict Castle Concourse Car Show  



5 



6 

Burgers & Hot Rods! 
Well actually burgers and a hot-rod maga-
zine. On November 17 there will be a big 
car show at the LA Fairplex in Pomona to 
celebrate the 70th Anniversary of both Hot-
Rod Magazine and In-N-Out Burger. At the 
car show, in addition to displaying your car, 
there’s an option to race on the NHRA drag 
strip, for a small fee. 
 
We as a group haven’t done this in a while 
but we need to have a large gathering of 
AMCs again. Imagine if you will, at the sight 
of 10-15 AMCs in a row lined up at the en-
trance to the Fairplex parked together. We 
can do it, there’s plenty of time to plan and 
pencil in the date on your calendars. 
 
I’ve already signed up myself and hope to 
see a bunch of other AMCs there with me. It 
will be an event! There is no show flyer I’ve 
seen so far to include in this newsletter, but 
here is the link to the web site where you 
can get all the information and sign yourself 
up. 
 

http://tiny.cc/nov17show 
 

Mark Melvin 

The Mystery Deepens 
Last month I touched upon something I have wanted 
to do for a long time, upgrade our club’s web site. 
Well yesterday I went ahead and purchased a new 
brand of web software for this purpose. I had been 
testing an online demo for weeks and decided this is 
what I have been looking for. 
 
After the car show is over in three weeks I’ll be able 
to concentrate on setting up our new web site and 
get it ready for a grand premiere. For those who 
take the time to use the site I think you will be 
pleased at the professional look and feel of the 
screens. Everyone will have access to the gallery to 
upload pictures of your cars and the car shows you 
attend. There will be a blog to tell us about your car, 
and forums to discuss anything hobby related—and 
for Randy Kirby—an online calendar to populate 
with all the upcoming events for the club. 
 
Everyone will have to hang tight for a few more 
months. The mystery deepens! 
 

Mark Melvin 
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FREE! FREE! FREE! 
I hope that grabbed your attention. The SoCalAMX.net monthly newsletter has a nominal cost of 
$0.00 per issue due to the availability of Internet delivery. If you have problems downloading the 
newsletter I will make arrangements with you to send a copy via the United States Post Office, for a 
small fee to cover postage. 
 
The newsletter is published in the Adobe .pdf format because it can be viewed across all computer 
platforms such as Windows, Mac, and Linux. You can always download the most current version of 
Adobe Reader X (ver. 10.x currently) at their web site (adobe.com). Sometimes, if you’re having a 
problem viewing a .pdf document, installing a fresh copy of Adobe will cure your problem. Adobe’s 
new Reader seems to load much faster than past versions, but be informed the download is about 
52 meggy bites!. 
 
The newsletter is available for downloading at www.socalamx.net/1/newsletter. All back issues will 
be available as they are published monthly. If you have received a notice for this newsletter and 
wish to be taken off simply email me at mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll get you off the list promptly. 
 
Just think how busy I’ll be if articles are submitted to me, by you, members of SoCalAMX? Send all 
submissions, pictures and text, to mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll do my best with them. The dead-
line for the following month’s newsletter is the 15th of the current month. 

Mark Melvin,  
SoCalAMX Newsletter Editor 

Support Your Newsletter 
 
Writers are needed to help support this AMC newsletter. I welcome submissions from each of you 
who attend the events we go to each month.  
 
You don’t need to be a super writer or own a wiz bang word processor program. All you have to do 
is just send me a simple email as your article text and I’ll do all the formatting and spell checking for 
you.  
 
Please do attach pictures to your email if you have them! Send your stuff to: mightypilot@gmail.com 

JOIN AMCRC! 
SoCalAMX has become a chartered club of the national AMC club known as 
AMCRC, or AMC Rambler Club. Although membership in AMCRC is not required 
for membership in SoCalAMX, it is encouraged that everyone join AMCRC to sup-
port the national and local clubs, and the AMC hobby in general. 
 
To join AMCRC go to amcrc.com and click on the “Join” link on the side.  

What do you get for joining AMCRC? You get a Start Up Packet, a quarterly publication, and Ser-
vices. Read about the details at: http://amcrc.com/info/info.htm 


