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Official Publication of SoCalAMX www.socalamx.net/newsletter 

SoCalAMX Calendar 
 

2017 Cactus Classic 
Hosted by the Cactus Cruisers AMC 

April 7-8, 2017 

Phoenix, AZ 

cactuscruisersamc.org 

 

Spring Fling 
April 9 2017 

Hosted by CPW 

http://www.cpwclub.com/springfling.php 

 

SoCalAMX AMC Show 
Saturday, May 20, 2017 

Cable Airport, Upland, CA 

socalamx.net/carshow 

 

CCOA Nationals (has AMC Class) 
June 23-24, 2017 

http://socalcougarclub.com/ 

 

Kenosha Homecoming 
July 25-29, 2017 

Kenosha, WI 
kenoshahistorycenter.org/events.html 

 

2nd California Central Coast  
AMC/Rambler Show 

Hosted by Pacific Gold Rush Ramblers  

September 8-9, 2017 

Radisson Hotel, Santa Maria, CA 

 

Las Vegas AMC Reunion 
November 3-4, 2017 

Hoover Dam Lodge 

Boulder City, Nevada 

snamc.amcrc.com 

 

Check the online Calendar at 
socalamx.net 

 

Join SoCalAMX so you can automatically re-
ceive updates and details of events listed 

above. Go to socalamx.net/1/join.htm 

 

Check out “socalcarculture.com” for listings of 
shows in SoCal! 

SoCalAMX 
Proudly A Chartered Club of AMCRC 

Issue 76 March 2017 

2017 Cactus Classic 
Short notice, but this year’s AMC Car Show in Phoe-
nix put on by the Cactus Cruisers is next weekend. 
There’s still time to make plans to go so get with it.  
 

The show’s flyers are in the back of this newsletter. 
Get your car fueled up, aired up, and packed up. 
Let’s go! 

2016 Best of Show 
1954 Hudson Hornet 

A few other pictures from last year.. 
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PLAYMATE AMX REPORT  

What a cool little known car show I discovered two 
weeks ago called the Benedict Castle Concours. I 
came across it while poking around on Facebook. 
The show date was only 10 days away, kind of late 
to sign up for most shows at that point. So I called 
the number listed on the web site and got to talk to 
Nichole Maguire, who assured me there was still 
time to sign up if I did so quickly.  
 

So ten days later on Sunday morning I was up at 
3am to get over to the storage yard where the Play-
mate AMX hangs out and get the trailer hooked up 
and get us going down the road. I needed to be in 
Riverside by about 6am to get unloaded. Everything 
went smoothly, I had to unload a few miles away at 
a church, then park the trailer around back before 
driving over to “Benedict Castle” and getting parked 
within the grounds. 
 

The weather was mostly cloudy and cool in the 
morning, then the sky in the afternoon cleared to 
mostly clear and warm. It was a nice show with lots 
of great cars. There were no clunkers anywhere 
here. The guy parked next to me had a 340 Duster 
that his dad had bought new in 67 or 68. Only 26000 
original miles. Original paint and interior. The only 
thing that had been changed on it were the tires he 
said. He ended up winning 2nd in our class. 
 

How often do you see a Deloraen at a show? Well 
the local Deloraen club showed up with 8 cars, and 
on top of that there were two more dressed up like 
the car used in the movie Back To The Future. 
 

I happened to catch one of the judges in the after-
noon attaching something to my car. I went closer to 
see what it was and realized it was a winner’s rib-
bon, a 3rd Place Award. Cool, I didn’t expect to get 
one. 
 

Then had two surprise visitors. First, a guy named 
Tony came up to me and said he was one of the 
guys that sold me the car back in 2010. I remem-
bered his English accent and chatted with him for a 
few minutes.  
 

Then another gentleman came up to me and asked 
me to tell him something about the car. He revealed 
to me he was now retired but a year ago was work-
ing in the same prison as the Playmate in the admin-
istration offices and had the chance to talk to the 
playmate many times and commented she is a very 
sweet lady.  
 

He said she had pictures of her car after the restora-
tion, probably the ones I’ve sent her, and proudly 

goes around showing off her car to anyone who will 
listen. 
 

That was about it. Got the car back to the church 
and loaded up in the trailer and headed home. I’m 
looking for the next show to take the Playmate AMX 
to.. 

Mark Melvin 
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M.A.T.O. 
MATO or Midnight at the Oasis as it is called. 
This unique car show is held in Yuma, AZ 
each year in the early part of March. Perfect 
time for the show before it heats up there. The 
temps are usually in the low to mid 80’s with 
clear skies, and this year was no different. 
 

The layout of this complex is 4 baseball dia-
monds together where the San Diego Padres 
once had their spring training. Now once a 
year it’s a big car show, with about 800 cars 
all managing to park on the grass. They have 
one meal a day for the show entrants, bar-b-q 
chicken and tri-tip, a concert Friday and Satur-
day nights. This show is so big it requires the 
sheriff department to handle traffic control in 
and out of the park and to be a show of force 
during the day. 
 

But this year our ring leader Randy Kirby who 
normally organizes everybody from our club to 
go, himself couldn’t make it, and Dale Crum 
and his parents couldn’t make it as well. 
 

I asked a longtime friend Mike to join me for 
the trip. He drives double trailers behind his 
Ford truck (camper and boat) and I don’t know 
anyone I trust more driving my truck and trail-
er. It’s nice to kick back in the right seat for a 
change. 
 

This year due to late planning we had to settle 
for a parking spot in the main show field. This 
has pluses and minuses. The minus is that 
you must remove your car from the main field 
at 4pm to make room for the concert to be 
held there later. The plus is that it’s the main 
field and they have more people walking 
around looking at cars so your car ends up 
getting lots of pictures taken of it. I snapped a 
picture of a group of men checking out a pink 
car. You don’t see that often. 
 

I encourage everyone to think about going 
next year. But the catch is you have to sign up 
very early, like around the beginning of April, 
eleven months before the show. 
See you there next year. 

Mark Melvin 
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Legendary American Motors 

Magazine 
Author/Photographer Rich Truesdell has put togeth-
er the makings of a high-quality magazine exclusive-
ly for AMC readers. You can preview and order the 
premiere issue off of Amazon right now for $11 pa-
perback or $4 for Kindle version. Go to this web ad-
dress: http://tiny.cc/amcmag. 
 

SoCalAMX 

AMC Car Show 

The set up for this year’s 11th annual SoCalAMX Car Show 
has changed a little from the past three years, so check out 
this article for the details. Thank you first to Dave & Kati Chick 
who jumped in to help steer the show in a new direction this 
year. They so far have enlisted the help of Randy Kirby and 
Steve Fox to help with the planning and delivery of the show. 
 

One notable change this year is the venue. We will be holding 
the show at Cable Airport in the city of Upland. The distance 
between last year and this year’s location is just 2 miles. For 
the most part the rest of the show will be similar to what we’ve done in past years. For Friday night, every-
body, especially out-of-towners, are invited to come to Dave & Kati Chick’s home in Monrovia for a bar-b-q. 
 

We’re holding the cost to $30. When you go to mail in your entry form notice the new mailing address and 
make your checks payable to Dave Chick. The entry form is available in the newsletter and on the club web 
site at (socalamx.net/carshow). 
 

That’s it for now, please send in your entry forms soon to help us plan the numbers of the show. 

Ya Buddy! 
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FREE! FREE! FREE! 
I hope that grabbed your attention. The SoCalAMX.net monthly newsletter has a nominal cost of 
$0.00 per issue due to the availability of Internet delivery. If you have problems downloading the 
newsletter I will make arrangements with you to send a copy via the United States Post Office, for a 
small fee to cover postage. 
 

The newsletter is published in the Adobe .pdf format because it can be viewed across all computer 
platforms such as Windows, Mac, and Linux. You can always download the most current version of 
Adobe Reader X (ver. 10.x currently) at their web site (adobe.com). Sometimes, if you’re having a 
problem viewing a .pdf document, installing a fresh copy of Adobe will cure your problem. Adobe’s 
new Reader seems to load much faster than past versions, but be informed the download is about 
52 meggy bites!. 
 

The newsletter is available for downloading at www.socalamx.net/1/newsletter. All back issues will 
be available as they are published monthly. If you have received a notice for this newsletter and 
wish to be taken off simply email me at mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll get you off the list promptly. 
 

Just think how busy I’ll be if articles are submitted to me, by you, members of SoCalAMX? Send all 
submissions, pictures and text, to mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll do my best with them. The dead-
line for the following month’s newsletter is the 15th of the current month. 

Mark Melvin,  
SoCalAMX Newsletter Editor 

Support Your Newsletter 
 

Writers are needed to help support this AMC newsletter. I welcome submissions from each of you 
who attend the events we go to each month.  
 

You don’t need to be a super writer or own a wiz bang word processor program. All you have to do 
is just send me a simple email as your article text and I’ll do all the formatting and spell checking for 
you.  
 

Please do attach pictures to your email if you have them! Send your stuff to: mightypilot@gmail.com 

JOIN AMCRC! 
SoCalAMX has become a chartered club of the national AMC club known as 
AMCRC, or AMC Rambler Club. Although membership in AMCRC is not required 
for membership in SoCalAMX, it is encouraged that everyone join AMCRC to sup-
port the national and local clubs, and the AMC hobby in general. 
 

To join AMCRC go to amcrc.com and click on the “Join” link on the side.  

What do you get for joining AMCRC? You get a Start Up Packet, a quarterly publication, and Ser-
vices. Read about the details at: http://amcrc.com/info/info.htm 


