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WELL WISHES 
First off I’d like to say thank you to all the well-
wishers over the past two months for your get 
well thoughts during my medical event I had re-
cently. It’s nice to know I have so many friends 
in the club! 
 
For those of you who have not heard, I’ll get 
you caught up on the details. In mid February I 
had a minor stroke and spent five days in the 
hospital. I was off work for three weeks total. I 
say a minor stroke because I felt great just a 
few days later after all this started. I am already 
back to work, and the only debilitating aspect of 
the whole ordeal was my body’s balance has 
been slightly affected.  
 
I can walk and drive a car fine, but sometimes if 
I’m not careful and focused on the path in front 
of me of walking from point A to Z, I might end 
up taking a few steps sideways along the way. I 
would say my balance is 95% of what it used to 
be. It might be getting better too because I think 
about the lack of balance less, so I might be ad-
justing to it. 
 
So next on the list of things to do is host an 
AMC car show. I hope to see everyone at the 
show on May 31st.. 
 

Mark Melvin 

Recently there had been talk about 

putting together an AMC Car Show 

in Palm Springs towards the end of 

the year. Please note the proposed 

car show has been canceled for 

2014. 
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SoCalAMX Car Show In May 
This year’s 8th annual “West Coast All AMC Car 
Show,” hosted by SoCalAMX, is still on! Due to 
circumstances beyond anyone’s control, this 
year the NHRA Museum was not able to host 
our show like they have in the past. 
 
The show will still be on the same planned date 
of Saturday, May 31st, and the hours will remain 
from 10am to about 3pm. 
 
One of our club members, Tom Macomber, 
stepped forward and offered the availability of 
his hobby shop’s parking lot, and talked the 
business owner next door into the same, dou-
bling the number of available parking spaces, so 
we could still hold our event. 
 
By the way, the new address is listed on the up-
dated Car Show flyer and on the web site but 
here it is again. Pegasus Hobbies Store, 5505 
Moreno St, Montclair, CA 91763. 
 
This is going to work out very well because the 
original date of May 31st will not have to be 
changed, and this new location is just minutes 
away from the NHRA Museum, allowing anyone 
who still shows up at the old location, enough 
time to zip over to the new address.  
 
There’s a Super 8 motel close to the new ad-
dress. It’s only about a mile east of the car show 
site, and is a lot lower in price as well, for those 
out of towner’s who are budget minded. Try us-
ing this link to make reservations. http://
snipurl.com/8motel  
 

Pegasus Hobbies has an outdoor dirt RC car 
track and will make available to car show at-
tendees, the free use of his store’s cars so you 
can test your skill at driving a RC Car. If you 
own your own RC dirt car, feel free to bring it 
and drive on the track with the others. 
 
As for food I am working out a deal with a food 
vendor that will cater a Bar-B-Q Tri-tip and Bar-
B-Q Chicken lunch. You still might want to bring 
your own beverages. There is a 7-11 and a 
McDonalds nearby within walking distance. 
 
After the show around 4pm there will be a short 
cruise up the street to a joint called “The Hat,” 
which has some of the best junk food around 
like Pastrami sandwiches, and Chili fries! 
 
A couple more things to mention, I am going to 
be able to set up a small parts swap meet area. 
If you want to bring some of your dusty AMC 
parts from the garage and try to sell them and 
make some room for new parts, then plan on 
selling those parts from an area that will be set 
up to the side of the car show area. I am going 
to ask $10 for each space you use for selling 
your parts. Please don’t plan on setting up your 
selling space next to your car if you have it en-
tered in the show! 
 
The show’s entry form is elsewhere in this 
newsletter. You can also download it at 
socalamx.net and click on the car show link. 
You can even sign up and pay for the show 
online at the previous mentioned link. 
 

Mark Melvin 



3 

Playmate AMX Update 
The Playmate AMX project marches 
on! The car has been hang-
ing in the air for over 12 
months while the bottom 
was stripped of all parts, 
cleaned, painted, and all 
suspension parts cleaned, 
painted and reinstalled. Fi-
nally in early March it was 
time to put the car back on the ground 
so we could move onto the next step. 
 
Two weeks ago John S. Allen T., and 
myself, used an engine hoist to one-at
-a-time, lower the front end, then rear, 
back onto the ground. For good meas-
ure because there were still several 
hours of daylight left in the day we 
were able to put the recently rebuilt 
engine back in the car, and also hook 
up the transmission.  
 
The following week Allen was able to 
hook up most of the engine compo-
nents and wiring. The engine will be 
running within a month-maybe! Next 
we plan to install all of the interior, 
then lastly do the final block sanding 
and painting of the body. 
 

The car may be ready to take to Las 
Vegas for the November AMC Show.. 
 

Mark Melvin 
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PROJECTS 
There are a couple of AMC car projects 
going on out there, and I have a few pic-
tures to share with you. First is Jim 
McBreaty who is restoring a 1969 AMX. It 
looks like it is half on, half off its rotisserie, 
but looking like a lot of progress is being 
accomplished. 

 
Second is Randy Kirby who is freshening 
up the engine compartment of his 1970 
BBG AMX. John S. and Allen T. are giving 
him a helping hand.  

Mark Melvin 

SPRING FLING 
Too bad the annual Spring Fling car 
show hosted by the Chrysler car club 
was on the same weekend as the 
Cactus classic AMC Car Show in 
Phoenix.  
 
Dave & Katy Chick, Tom Garcia,  and 
myself opted to go to Phoenix for that 
show, and most of the other 
SoCalAMX people went to the Spring 
Fling in Van Nuys.  
 
Hobie Kaptan forwarded this photo of 
John Siciliano, Steve Fox, and Randy 
Kirby, trophy winners! 
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The annual pilgrimage to Phoenix for the Cactus 
Cruiser’s 13th annual AMC Car Show, known as 
the “Cactus Classic,” on the weekend of April 4-
6, 2014, is now in the history books. 
 
Dave & Katy Chick drove their 68 AMX to Phoe-
nix on Thursday. Myself and Mark Fletcher 
drove up on Friday.  Thank you to the Cactus 
Cruisers for putting on another fine show! 

Mark Melvin 

Best Of Show 

CACTUS CLASSIC 
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JOIN AMCRC! 
SoCalAMX has just become a chartered club of the national AMC club 
known as AMCRC, or AMC Rambler Club. Although membership in 
AMCRC is not absolutely required for membership in SoCalAMX, it is 
encouraged that everyone join AMCRC to support the national and lo-
cal clubs, and the AMC hobby in general. 
 
To join AMCRC go to amcrc.com and click on the “Join” link on the side.  

What do you get for joining AMCRC? You get a Start Up Packet, a quarterly publica-
tion, and Services. Read about the details at: http://amcrc.com/info/info.htm 
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FREE! FREE! FREE! 
I hope that grabbed your attention. The SoCalAMX.net monthly newsletter has a nominal cost of 
$0.00 per issue due to the availability of Internet delivery. If you have problems downloading the 
newsletter I will make arrangements with you to send a copy via the United States Post Office, 
for a small fee to cover postage. 
 
The newsletter is published in the Adobe .pdf format because it can be viewed across all comput-
er platforms such as Windows, Mac, and Linux. You can always download the most current ver-
sion of Adobe Reader X (ver. 10.x currently) at their web site (adobe.com). Sometimes, if you’re 
having a problem viewing a .pdf document, installing a fresh copy of Adobe will cure your prob-
lem. Adobe’s new Reader seems to load much faster than past versions, but be informed the 
download is about 52 meggy bites!. 
 
The newsletter is available for downloading at www.socalamx.net/newsletter. All back issues will 
be available as they are published monthly. If you have received a notice for this newsletter and 
wish to be taken off simply email me at mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll get you off the list prompt-
ly. 
 
Just think how busy I’ll be if articles are submitted to me, by you, members of SoCalAMX? Send 
all submissions, pictures and text, to mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll do my best with them. The 
deadline for the following month’s newsletter is the 15th of the current month. 

Mark Melvin,  
SoCalAMX Newsletter Editor 

Support Your Newsletter 
 
Writers are needed to help support this AMC newsletter. I welcome submissions from each of you who 
attend the events we go to each month.  
 
You don’t need to be a super writer or own a wiz bang word processor program. All you have to do is just 
send me a simple email as your article text and I’ll do all the formatting and spell checking for you.  
 
Please do attach pictures to your email if you have them! Send your stuff to: mightypilot@gmail.com 

Member Spotlight 
Now is your chance to be famous! We need volunteers for the monthly “Member Spotlight” article in 
the newsletter. All you have to do is give up some information on yourself and your car that you 
think might be fun for the others to read about.  
 
It’s easy to do, just go to http://socalamx.net/memberspotlight.htm and use the online form to send 
me the goods. Please send a few photos in addition to mark@socalamx.net to use along with your 
information about you and your car.  
 
To get an idea of what exactly to say read a few of the recent newsletters for the Member Spotlight 
articles in them. Go to socalamx.net and click on Newsletter. 


