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Happy New Year and welcome to 2011! This 
year is the 10th Anniversary of the beginning of 
SoCalAMX. Back in 2001 I thought to myself 
there must be many more AMX’ers out there 
besides myself. So in 2001 I started this group 
by creating a web site called SoCalAMX 
hoping to draw as many people together as 
possible to share our common interest of 
AMX’s. 
 
The first person I met was Dave Chick and his 
white 68 AMX. The number of people joining 
us was small at first but grew over the years. 
Today we have a solid core of about 10 people 
who get together frequently at car shows, 
although we would really like to drastically 
increase the numbers in the future. We have 
also had four car shows, and this year we’re 
beginning to plan our fifth edition of our yearly 
gathering. 
 
All though the focus of SoCalAMX back in 
2001 was the 68-70 AMX, immediately 
Javelins started showing up along the AMX’s 
and were warmly welcomed. Over the years 
many other AMCs have joined us from time to 
time, including Ramblers, Gremlins and 
Pacers, a Rebel and a SC/Rambler now, and 
we’ve almost become an AMC club rather than 
exclusively an AMX club. It’s possible in the 
future that our group’s name can change to 
something different to reflect our growing 
diversity of AMC models. Just let it be said that 
all AMCs and Ramblers are welcome to join us 
anytime we meet and get together! 
 
This is almost sounding like a “State of the 
Club” speech, eh? I just want to say this isn’t 
my club—it’s our club and we need more of 
the people who sit on the side and read the 
newsletters without participating, to take action 
and join us at least once in a while. I can 
understand anyone not being able to go to car 

shows on a weekly or monthly basis, but how 
about at least showing up once a year at our 
annual “West Coast All AMC Car Show,” which 
by the way will be held this year on May 21, 
2011? 
 
December was a busy month and with the 
holidays taking a major chunk of time away 
from people there is not anything to report 
concerning car shows in December. Therefore 
I am going to use the remainder of my space 
here to talk about really neat shows coming up 
in the first part of the year that many I know 
will attend, and hopefully we’ll see some new 
faces too at the car shows. 
 
JANUARY 2011  
January 28-30—Grand National Roadster 
Show  held at the LA County Fairplex. This is 
an amazing show to go to and see all the 
custom cars on display. It’s just not possible 
that car’s bodies and paints could be altered to 
such states to arouse your visual senses. 
Dave & Kati Chick and myself go every year 
now and park inside the fence which allows 
our cars to be part of the show. rodshows.com/
gnrs/ 
 
FEBRUARY 2011 
February 5—CARe Show  in San Juan 
Capistrano. This show is put on by an 
organization in San Juan Capistrano that takes 
care of homeless and abandoned animals in 
the city. Randy Kirby really likes this show and 
knows a few people will join him there. To sign 
up for this show and for more info go to this 
web site. careshow.eventbrite.com/ 
 
February 12—Dr. George Car Show  in Palm 
Springs. I don’t know much about this show 
but Randy has been really talking it up. For 
more info check out the web site. 
socalcarculture.com/
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February 13—The Annual Orphan and Hand 
Crafted Vehicles Meet  in La Jolla. This is one 
show you won’t see a single Ford, Chevy, or 
Dodge in sight—and our cars are welcome to 
be part of the show since our cars are “orphan 
cars.” This might be a really interesting show 
because you’re going to see really rare cars 
like Bugattis, and maybe Tuckers? The flyer is 
at the back of the newsletter. socalamx.net/
flyers/OrphanCarShow.pdf 

 
February 26—First Annual Morse High 
School Car Show . This show is being put on 
at the high school that our own club member 
Steve Fox teaches at. He would really like a 
strong show of support at his school’s show. 
socalcarculture.com/
Images/022611MorseHigh.pdf 

 
APRIL 2011 
April 8-9—10th Annual Cactus Classic  in the 
Phoenix area. As a club we attended this 
event last year and had a great time. This is 
the same club putting on AMO’s National 
Show this summer in Sedona. cactus-
cruisers.org/documents/cactus_classic_x.pdf 

 
MAY 2011 
May 21—5th Annual “West Coast All AMC 
Car Show”  hosted by SoCalAMX.net. This 
show will be at the same location as the 
previous three years, the NHRA Museum in 
Pomona, CA. For more information go to 
socalamxcarshow.info 

 
JULY 2011 
July 7-10—2011 AMO National Convention  
in Sedona, AZ. The Cactus Cruisers club last 
held this national event in 2004, and is proudly 
hosting the show again. It will be cooler 
hopefully, because the event is further north 
and higher in elevation. Make your 
reservations soon! amo2011.org/ 

Look, I can’t stress enough how important 
communication is between our members 
regarding planning attendance at car shows. 
When I bought my AMX in 1977 I joined a club 
called JavAMX and we were very active for a 
few years. Then one day I realized I hadn’t 
talked to anyone in the club for a while, and 
that was that, the club no longer existed. Let’s 
keep our club strong by taking action—
preferably joining us at car shows, but at a 
minimum communicating with each other. 
 
The best way to do that so far has been to use 
Yahoo Groups’ email list service. You send out 
a single email to the others in the club and 
everyone gets a copy. And visa versa. If you’re 
not on the list then you’re not going to be up to 
date on our plans to attend shows and you will 
miss out. So if you haven’t joined Yahoo 
Groups yet then go to this web site and 
register! autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
socalamx/. An alternative method would be to 
email me and ask me to manually add your 
email address to the list. Email me at 
mightypilot@gmail.com. 

 
That’s it for now; see you at the next show! 

Mark Melvin 
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FREE! FREE! FREE! 
I hope that grabbed your attention. The SoCalAMX.net monthly newsletter has a nominal cost of 
$0.00 per issue due to the availability of Internet delivery. If you have problems downloading the 
newsletter I will make arrangements with you to send a copy via the United States Post Office, 
for a small fee to cover postage. 
 
The newsletter is published in the Adobe .pdf format because it can be viewed across all 
computer platforms such as Windows, Mac, and Linux. You can always download the most 
current version of Adobe Reader (ver. 9 currently) at their web site (adobe.com). Sometimes, if 
you’re having a problem viewing a .pdf document, installing a fresh copy of Adobe will cure your 
problem. Adobe’s new ver. 9 Reader seems to load much faster than past versions, but be 
informed the download is about 33 meggy bites!. 
 
The newsletter is available for downloading at www.socalamx.net/newsletter. All back issues will 
be available as they are published monthly. If you have received a notice for this newsletter and 
wish to be taken off simply email me at mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll get you off the list 
promptly. 
 
Just think how busy I’ll be if articles are submitted to me, by you, members of SoCalAMX? Send 
all submissions, pictures and text, to mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll do my best with them. The 
deadline for the following month’s newsletter is the 15th of the current month. 

Mark Melvin,  
SoCalAMX Newsletter Editor 

Support Your Newsletter 
 
Writers are needed to help support this AMC newsletter. I welcome submissions from each of you who 
attend the events we go to each month.  
 
You don’t need to be a super writer or own a wiz bang word processor program. All you have to do is just 
send me a simple email as your article text and I’ll do all the formatting and spell checking for you.  
 
Please do attach pictures to your email if you have them! Send your stuff to: mightypilot@gmail.com 

Member Spotlight 
Now is your chance to be famous! We need volunteers for the monthly “Member Spotlight” article in 
the newsletter. All you have to do is give up some information on yourself and your car that you 
think might be fun for the others to read about.  
 
It’s easy to do, just go to http://socalamx.net/memberspotlight.htm and use the online form to send 
me the goods. Please send a few photos in addition to mark@socalamx.net to use along with your 
information about you and your car.  
 
To get an idea of what exactly to say read a few of the recent newsletters for the Member Spotlight 
articles in them. Go to socalamx.net and click on Newsletter. 


