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Official Publication of SoCalAMX www.socalamx.net/newsletter 

SoCalAMX 
Calendar 

 

Cactus Classic XIII 
April 4-6, 2014 

Hosted by the Cactus Cruisers, Phoenix, AZ 
http://cactuscruisers.org 

 

Spring Fling 28 
April 5 & 6, 2014 

Hosted by Chrysler Performance West 
Woodley Park, Van Nuys, CA 
http://www.cpwclub.com/  

 

West Coast All AMC Car Show 
May 31, 2014 

Hosted by SoCalAMX, NHRA Museum, Pomona, CA 
socalamx.net/carshow 

 

Check the online Calendar at socalamx.net 
 

Join SoCalAMX so you can automatically 
receive updates and details of events listed 

above. Go to socalamx.net/join.htm 
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Editor’s Notes 
Hi everyone, we’re past Christmas now, every-
one’s schedule should have slowed down by 
now, just like mine, right? Heck no! I’m still very 
busy with my Playmate AMX restoration project, 
with Allen Tyler working many hours on the car. 
There is an update on the PM car elsewhere in 
the newsletter. 
 
This is President’s Day weekend so with a few 
free hours at my disposal I thought I’d pump out 
a newsletter so everyone can be aware of up-
coming events. 
 
Just to let you know, the club website at 
socalamx.net was hacked at the beginning of 

the month due to a weak password I’m guess-
ing. Everything is locked down now, good luck 
to finding out the new system password. I 
checked a web site called 
“howsecureismypassword.net” and it said that it 
would take a PC computer some 98 million 
years to crack it. 
 
The hacking was the bad news as I ended up 
having my host wipe the site clean. The good 
news is that I had a backup of the files and was 
able to re-upload them. My apologies to anyone 
who was trying to access the web site to view 
newsletters or other information. 
 
I am starting over on the new Wordpress web 
site as the old one I was starting to learn on was 
also wiped clean from the web site along with 
everything else. It will be several months of 
working on it a few hours here and there before 
I will be able to open it for access to everyone. It 
will have an online calendar that Randy Kirby 
will be able to update with upcoming events, 
and a forum to post messages, and information 
on joining our local club and the national clubs, 
AMCRC and AMO. 
 
Just to recap from a few months ago, we have 
officially joined AMCRC as a chartered club. In 
the next issue of AMCRC’s newsletter, called 
the Rambler Reader, there will be an article writ-
ten by myself introducing our club to AMCRC. 
Of course you’ll have to be a member of 
AMCRC to get your personal copy! 
 
If you have a car project going on, or other news 
worthy news, send me an email, along with pic-
tures, and I’ll put it in the next newsletter. 
 
That’s it for now, see you at the next show! 
 

Mark Melvin 
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Awesome Show, Great way to start the new year, there are no classes, about 60 handmade tro-
phies, 620 cars on the show field with about 50 outside of it, and 40 no shows, Steve got a trophy for 
his SC/Rambler ! He got one a few years ago with his AMX also! We seem to get a trophy in our 
group every year, and that's pretty cool!  Randy Kirby.. 

Steve's trophy get'n 69A SC/Rambler, Mark's 69B SC/
Rambler, Doug's 69A SC/Rambler, and my little red Ma-
chine. 

We never had the whole group at the same place & time, so we took 
this when Steve came back with his hardware, from left, Jay, Rick, 
Randy, Steve, Mark, Richard, and soon to be AMC'er Timmy. 

The shadow is Timmys Vette (it's plastic, very hard to see 
in daylight), Jon's BBG 70 Javelin, Richard's 68 AMX, and 
Jay's Beautiful BBO 69 AMX. 

Nice little 69 parked here? The owner is an insurance 
Lady, She was handing out flyers, but I didn't see her. I 
left a card. 

This Javelin was bought by a buddy of the owner, he 
made it sound like it was for sale, but didn't have any info. 

Tom's BBO 70 Javelin, Rick's Silver 71 Jav/AMX, Dale's 
Red 70 Javelin. 
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It was quite a chore to first remove all these staples, and then 
reattach them to the new rubber seal inside the fender area.. 

The front end suspension has been cleaned, 
painted, re-installed, and torqued down.. 

The bottom of the car is looking very nice at 
this point with brake and fuel lines installed.. 

The new fuel tank is in place under the trunk area. The 
fuel sending unit has been calibrated as well.. 

Playmate AMX Update 
Here’s another update on the Playmate AMX. 
Photos don’t show it but progress on the car is 
still moving along at a steady pace, if not a 
somewhat fast pace as well. The bottom of the 
car was painted several months 
ago, and fuel and brake lines have 
been installed underneath. Over 
the past two weekends the front 
end suspension has been bolted 
onto the car and torqued down.  
 
In a few weeks the rear end 
(rebuilt) and leaf springs (rebuilt) 
will be bolted on the car, and 
hopefully by the end of the month the PM car 
will be off the rotisserie and back on the ground. 
It will have been 15 months that the car has 
been up in the air. 
 
I sent the carburetor to a guy in Wisconsin who 
completely restored it to day one status—not 

cheap. Wow, it looks new! I’ll have it back home 
here within a week. Look at the before and after 
pictures below. 
 
I’d like to think the project has made it to the top 
of the hill, and now that parts are going back on 
the car, we’re now going down the other side 

towards the finish line.  
 
Only time will tell when 
it’s finished and at what 
car show it will make its 
first appearance. 

Mark Melvin.. 
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Drag Strip Reopened! 
The 1/4 mile drag strip at Fontana is open 
again after being shut down for several 
years due to noise problems. The cure was 
a 24 foot tall wall of concrete 1800 feet long. 

JOIN AMCRC! 
SoCalAMX has just be-
come a chartered club of 
the national AMC club 
known as AMCRC, or AMC 
Rambler Club. Although 
membership in AMCRC is not absolutely re-
quired for membership in SoCalAMX, it is 
encouraged that everyone join AMCRC to 
support the national and local clubs, and the 
AMC hobby in general. 
 
To join AMCRC go to amcrc.com and click 
on the “Join” link on the side.  

What do you get for joining AMCRC? You 
get a Start Up Packet, a quarterly publica-
tion, and Services. Read about the details 
at: http://amcrc.com/info/info.htm 
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FREE! FREE! FREE! 
I hope that grabbed your attention. The SoCalAMX.net monthly newsletter has a nominal cost of 
$0.00 per issue due to the availability of Internet delivery. If you have problems downloading the 
newsletter I will make arrangements with you to send a copy via the United States Post Office, 
for a small fee to cover postage. 
 
The newsletter is published in the Adobe .pdf format because it can be viewed across all comput-
er platforms such as Windows, Mac, and Linux. You can always download the most current ver-
sion of Adobe Reader X (ver. 10.x currently) at their web site (adobe.com). Sometimes, if you’re 
having a problem viewing a .pdf document, installing a fresh copy of Adobe will cure your prob-
lem. Adobe’s new Reader seems to load much faster than past versions, but be informed the 
download is about 52 meggy bites!. 
 
The newsletter is available for downloading at www.socalamx.net/newsletter. All back issues will 
be available as they are published monthly. If you have received a notice for this newsletter and 
wish to be taken off simply email me at mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll get you off the list prompt-
ly. 
 
Just think how busy I’ll be if articles are submitted to me, by you, members of SoCalAMX? Send 
all submissions, pictures and text, to mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll do my best with them. The 
deadline for the following month’s newsletter is the 15th of the current month. 

Mark Melvin,  
SoCalAMX Newsletter Editor 

Support Your Newsletter 
 
Writers are needed to help support this AMC newsletter. I welcome submissions from each of you who 
attend the events we go to each month.  
 
You don’t need to be a super writer or own a wiz bang word processor program. All you have to do is just 
send me a simple email as your article text and I’ll do all the formatting and spell checking for you.  
 
Please do attach pictures to your email if you have them! Send your stuff to: mightypilot@gmail.com 

Member Spotlight 
Now is your chance to be famous! We need volunteers for the monthly “Member Spotlight” article in 
the newsletter. All you have to do is give up some information on yourself and your car that you 
think might be fun for the others to read about.  
 
It’s easy to do, just go to http://socalamx.net/memberspotlight.htm and use the online form to send 
me the goods. Please send a few photos in addition to mark@socalamx.net to use along with your 
information about you and your car.  
 
To get an idea of what exactly to say read a few of the recent newsletters for the Member Spotlight 
articles in them. Go to socalamx.net and click on Newsletter. 


