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Official Publication of SoCalAMX www.socalamx.net/newsletter 

SoCalAMX 
Calendar 

 

Cactus Classic AMC Car Show 
April 10-11, 2015 

Phoenix, AZ 
cactuscruisersamc.org 

 
Edelbrock 10th Annual Car Show 

May 2, 2015 
Torrance, CA 

 

West Coast All AMC Car Show 
May 30, 2015 

911 Design parking lot 
5505 Moreno St, Montclair, CA 91763 

Next door to Pegasus Hobbies  
Hosted by SoCalAMX 
socalamx.net/carshow 

 

Lake Tahoe AMC Regional Show 
June 27, 2015 
Biltmore Hotel 

http://www.tahoebiltmore.com/ 
Hosted by High Desert AMC 

http://hdamc.amcrc.com 
 

Las Vegas AMC Reunion 
November 6-7, 2015 

Railroad Pass Hotel & Casino 
Henderson, Nevada 
snamc.amcrc.com 

 
Check the online Calendar at socalamx.net 

 
Join SoCalAMX so you can automatically 

receive updates and details of events listed 
above. Go to socalamx.net/1/join.htm 

 
Check out “socalcarculture.com” 

for listings of shows in SoCal! 
 

 

SoCalAMX 
Proudly A Chartered Club of AMCRC 
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Lake Tahoe AMC Show 
Road Trip! Randy got wind of an AMC show in Lake Ta-

hoe in June this year, by the same group that put on the 

AMCRC National show in Reno a few years ago.  
 
He decided a mini vacation was in order so he made hotel 

reservations. I heard about it and decided to join Randy 

as well and made my reservations. Bob Martinez, Mark 

Fletcher, and John Siciliano have uttered thoughts about 

going but that’s all I’ve heard from them about that. 
 
If you’re thinking of going, the show is going to be held at 

the Tahoe Biltmore Hotel, you’ll want to make reserva-

tions early. Randy and I are probably going up on Thurs-

day. 

Mark 
 
Randy emailed Mike Laken, the organizer of the show, for 

details. Here was his response.. 
 
Hello Randy, 
We took a year off but are planning an AMCRC 
Western Regional this year–the Cal-Neva is still un-
dergoing renovation so we are moving the show to 
the Biltmore Hotel–just across the street from the 
Cal-Neva. 
 
Saturday June 27, 2015 at the Biltmore Hotel – 
North Lake Tahoe. http://www.tahoebiltmore.com/   
This is a one day car show but we are working with 
the host hotel to extend the group rate for rooms-
cottages to participants who want to make a vaca-
tion out of the show (before, during, after). They 
have quoted us:  “I can do a small room block for 
you.  Are you looking for hotel rooms or cottages?  
The rates would be $79 for the cottages and $89 for 
hotel rooms.  Please let me know as the rooms are 
booking up.” Their website shows photos of both 
their rooms and cottages. 
 
We will get a registration form created just as soon 
as we have the show T-shirt quote and establish the 
show T-shirt prices. 
 
Hope to see you all there!  
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SoCalAMX Car Show 2015 
May 30th, 2015, Montclair 

 
The 9th Annual SoCalAMX car show is on! Permis-
sion to use the same location as last year has been 
obtained. The t-shirt design has been finished. The 
pieces are starting to fall together. But the word 
about the show still needs to get out. 
 
One big word or phrase to spread around is that at 
the beginning of the show at 10am there will be a 
short presentation of the “Playmate AMX Reveal.” 
The Playmate AMX has been undergoing a three 
year restoration, and will be on display at the 
show—after its car cover is pulled off at the presen-
tation. 
 
I received several positive comments about the site 
we used last year, no negative comments, so I pur-
sued the possibility of again hosting our show 
there—and with the help of Tom Macomber—and 
we have the whole parking lot to ourselves. 
 
As for food, I will once again have pizza delivered 
around noon time for everyone. Cold drinks & water 
will be on hand for everyone. 
 
Some changes I have made for this year’s show 
deal with the trophies. Instead of multiple classes of 
cars I have decided to have simple Top 10 Car tro-
phies, and a Best Of Show. This will make balloting 
easier, and will allow relaxed parking rules for the 
show cars. Pretty much everyone can pick where 
they want to park, although I will try to get all the 
AMX’s and Javelins to park together along the long 
row on the east side of the parking lot.  
 
The schedule for the car show will remain the same 
as last year. Late Friday afternoon there will be a bar
-b-q at Dave & Katy Chicks home. Early Saturday 
morning for the early risers let’s meet at the café at 
Cable Airport nearby. After the main show there’s 
The Hat around the corner for great food. Details on 
this events including the car show are in the 4 page 
car show flyer. 
 

You’ll see in this newsletter one of the four car show 
flyer pages is a map of the car show’s parking lot. 
Study it or print out a copy before you come to the 
show. To streamline the arrival of show cars I’d like 
you to use the driveway entrance between the two 
orange cones you’ll see as you approach. All other 
cars of friends and family I’d like you to head to-
wards the rear parking lot behind Pegasus Hobbies. 
If you have any questions you can of course contact 
me in advance at mightypilot@gmail.com. 

Photos from last year’s SoCalAMX AMC Car Show 
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Pink In A Wink! 
 
The Playmate AMX is one big step 
closer to being finished. On Satur-
day, January 31st, the day before the 
Super Bowl, the car had a super day 
of its own. Early in the morning we 
had the car flat bedded over to the 
paint booth in Temecula, where the car finally got 
painted! 
 
After positioning the car in the center of the booth, 
the painter and his helper got to work masking off 
all the areas NOT to be painted. Being that the en-
tire underside of the car is already finished, there 
was a lot of area to protect. 
 
Finally, the car was covered—and ready, the paint-
er was covered in his white bunny suit with respira-
tor—and ready. And I was ready, with two cameras 
to document the event.  
 
One of the cameras was my own personal cell 
phone with an app to record a time lapse video, 
where a picture is taken each second and then later 
combined at 30 frames per second into a video. The 
painting took 3.5 hours yet the time lapse video 
speeds up the action and ends up being only 4 
minutes long. 
 
During the painting process the car was covered 
first with a white sealer coat, followed by three coats 
of color, ending with three coats of clear. 
 
We left to go have lunch while the car “baked in the 
oven” and dried. When we returned we carefully 
pulled off the paper & plastic protecting the car, and 
drove it out into the sunshine to further dry. 
 
A week later over at Allen’s house, the painter came 
over and started color sanding and polishing the 
car. It really shines! 
 
To finish the car we still need to put a few compo-
nents back on, such as the bumpers, grille, window 
trim, badges, and lights, etc. 
 
First car show—the 2015 SoCalAMX Car Show 
 

Mark Melvin 

Playmate AMX  

Update 

 

Awaiting her beauty treatment. 

Lalo at work. 

Outside for some fresh air. 

To say she shines is an understatement. 
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FREE! FREE! FREE! 
I hope that grabbed your attention. The SoCalAMX.net monthly newsletter has a nominal cost of 
$0.00 per issue due to the availability of Internet delivery. If you have problems downloading the 
newsletter I will make arrangements with you to send a copy via the United States Post Office, for a 
small fee to cover postage. 
 
The newsletter is published in the Adobe .pdf format because it can be viewed across all computer 
platforms such as Windows, Mac, and Linux. You can always download the most current version of 
Adobe Reader X (ver. 10.x currently) at their web site (adobe.com). Sometimes, if you’re having a 
problem viewing a .pdf document, installing a fresh copy of Adobe will cure your problem. Adobe’s 
new Reader seems to load much faster than past versions, but be informed the download is about 
52 meggy bites!. 
 
The newsletter is available for downloading at www.socalamx.net/1/newsletter. All back issues will 
be available as they are published monthly. If you have received a notice for this newsletter and 
wish to be taken off simply email me at mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll get you off the list promptly. 
 
Just think how busy I’ll be if articles are submitted to me, by you, members of SoCalAMX? Send all 
submissions, pictures and text, to mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll do my best with them. The dead-
line for the following month’s newsletter is the 15th of the current month. 

Mark Melvin,  
SoCalAMX Newsletter Editor 

Support Your Newsletter 
 
Writers are needed to help support this AMC newsletter. I welcome submissions from each of you 
who attend the events we go to each month.  
 
You don’t need to be a super writer or own a wiz bang word processor program. All you have to do 
is just send me a simple email as your article text and I’ll do all the formatting and spell checking for 
you.  
 
Please do attach pictures to your email if you have them! Send your stuff to: mightypilot@gmail.com 

JOIN AMCRC! 
SoCalAMX has become a chartered club of the national AMC club known as 
AMCRC, or AMC Rambler Club. Although membership in AMCRC is not required 
for membership in SoCalAMX, it is encouraged that everyone join AMCRC to sup-
port the national and local clubs, and the AMC hobby in general. 
 
To join AMCRC go to amcrc.com and click on the “Join” link on the side.  

What do you get for joining AMCRC? You get a Start Up Packet, a quarterly publication, and Ser-
vices. Read about the details at: http://amcrc.com/info/info.htm 


