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Official Publication of SoCalAMX www.socalamx.net/newsletter 

SoCalAMX 
Calendar 

 

Edelbrock 10th Annual Car Show 
May 2, 2015 
Torrance, CA 

http://snipurl.com/edelcarshow 
 

West Coast All AMC Car Show 
May 30, 2015 

911 Design parking lot 
5505 Moreno St, Montclair, CA 91763 

Next door to Pegasus Hobbies  
Hosted by SoCalAMX 
socalamx.net/carshow 

 

Lake Tahoe AMC Regional Show 
June 27, 2015 
Biltmore Hotel 

http://www.tahoebiltmore.com/ 
Hosted by High Desert AMC 

http://hdamc.amcrc.com 
 

AMO National Convention 
July 22-25, 2015 
Cleveland, OH 

http://www.amonational.com/ 
 

Las Vegas AMC Reunion 
November 6-7, 2015 

Railroad Pass Hotel & Casino 
Henderson, Nevada 
snamc.amcrc.com 

 
Check the online Calendar at socalamx.net 

 
Join SoCalAMX so you can automatically 

receive updates and details of events listed 
above. Go to socalamx.net/1/join.htm 

 
Check out “socalcarculture.com” 

for listings of shows in SoCal! 

SoCalAMX 
Proudly A Chartered Club of AMCRC 

Issue 64 April 2015 

SoCalAMX Car Show 
May 30th, 2015, in Montclair, CA 

 
The 9th Annual SoCalAMX car show is on! Permis-
sion to use the same location as last year has been 
obtained. The t-shirt design has been finished. The 
pieces are starting to fall together. But the word 
about the show still needs to get out. 
 
One big word or phrase to spread around is that at 
the beginning of the show at 10am there will be a 
short presentation of the “Playmate AMX Reveal.” 
The Playmate AMX has been undergoing a three 
year restoration, and will be on display at the show—
after its car cover is pulled off at the presentation. 
 
I received several positive comments about the site 
we used last year, no negative comments, so I pur-
sued the possibility of again hosting our show 
there—and with the help of Tom Macomber—and 
we have the whole parking lot to ourselves. 
 
As for food, I will once again have pizza delivered 
around noon time for everyone. Cold drinks & water 
will be on hand for everyone. 
 
Some changes I have made for this year’s show 
deal with the trophies. Instead of multiple classes of 
cars I have decided to have simple Top 10 Car tro-
phies, and a Best Of Show. This will make balloting 
easier, and will allow relaxed parking rules for the 
show cars. Pretty much everyone can pick where 
they want to park, although I will try to get all the 
AMX’s and Javelins to park together along the long 
row on the east side of the parking lot.  

Last year’s winners! 
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 Playmate AMX  

Update 
The Car was the Star 

 
Well as a final explanation mark for 
the Playmate AMX's completion, the 
car was taken for a joy ride over to a 
building in Burbank, CA where the 
car was taped for a future episode of 
the "Jay Leno's Garage" show. 
 
The guy who contacted me found out about the car 
while doing some research for an AMC he is work-
ing on. He passed the info to Jay Leno, Jay said get 
them in here, and the guy tracked me down. When 
he first told me they wanted to tape the car on April 
1, I thought really? April Fool’s Day? He laughed, no 
it was for real he said. 
 
In the days leading up to this we had to rush and do 
some final tweaking to the engine to make sure it 
was running well. We (Allen) did a bunch of cleaning 
on it, and he bolted on the very last pieces needed 
to 100% finish the car. 
 
I drove out to Allen's home, rented a U-Haul trailer, 
loaded up the car, and we were on the way to the 
designated address. Following Allen and I were 
John Siciliano and Edward Flores, the painter. 
 
Once there we were led into the famous garage for 
a tour. Wow, wow! No pictures were taken as we 
were asked to not take any, and we complied. 
 
As we made our way back to the front Jay and the 
film crew were arriving back from taping an episode 
with another vehicle. 
 
After having lunch with the crew and everybody else 
there, about 40 people, the film crew headed back 
into the garage to set up for the taping of the Play-
mate AMX, and put wireless mics on Allen and I. 
When everything was ready word got to Jay and he 
appeared shortly after. 
 
I had only about 3 hours of sleep in the past two 
days so I was feeling a little flat, and it'll probably 
appear in the video once it is released in a few 
weeks after editing. 
 
After a short intro from Jay, I came into frame and 
talked about the history of the car. Then Jay called 

for Allen to come in and talk about the restoration 
process. 
 
Next Jay and I piled into the car and he drove out to 
the front where a film vehicle was waiting. Together 
we took off around the streets of the local neighbor-
hood. 
 
It kind of caught me off guard, I had forgotten about 
the follow vehicle. All of a sudden it pulled up along-
side us and Jay started talking while 3 guys were 
hanging out the side with cameras. It was a surreal 
moment for me. Here I was, sitting in my car, with 
Jay Leno driving it, while being filmed. Who would 
have thunk it 2 weeks earlier. 
 
The film crew pulled over and got out, and stood on 
the road side as we made 3 passes back and forth in 
front of them. Then we got back on the road and on-
to the freeway, before returning to the garage. 
 
Jay made the comment several times that this car 
was very nicely restored, and it was great on the 
road, handling fine and tracking straight. 
 
After a short final wrap up with Jay back at the gar-
age, he disappeared and the video crew and still 
photographers started their work on the car. For over 
an hour they took a ton of video footage and still 
photos to use in promoting the episode once it 
comes out. 
 
Finally the day was over, everybody had left, it was 
just Allen, myself, and Angela (the car). I started the 
engine and eased off the brake slowly inching my 
way up to the front door, with Allen catching it on vid-
eo. We loaded the car up and headed back home--
rush hour traffic of course. 
 
Jay Leno might have been present, but for a mo-
ment in time The Car Was The Star! 
 

Mark Melvin 
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Dr. George Car Show 

February 14, 2015 

 

By Randy Kirby 
 
I met up with Mark, and Rod & Debra for break-
fast on the way to the show. Rod & Debra let us 
know they were 
coming, finally! 
Had not heard from 
them since we met 
at the Vegas Show 
in November! 
 
They have a black 
primer 69 with 
Lime Green stripes, I kinda like the green 
stripes! They have plans for the car down the 
road, and I think it looks great. 
 
We got here about 9:30, and parking was 
scarce! But we found these 3 spots....you might 
notice the speakers right over our spot....gee, I 
wonder why these were open.... 
 
This show was full this year, they only take 1000 
cars here. 
 
Sorry my pix are coming out blurry, damn cam-
era is too complicated, I liked my old point & 
shoot. 
 
I got to see “EVERY” car here, I was passing out 
fliers for the “Cruisin' Grand” Fundraiser on the 
next weekend. I didn't get to hang with our little 
group, so I hope I didn't hang anyone up 
 

There was a Nash 
Wagon, 4 Hud-
son's, a Rambler 
Wagon, another 
AMX, and a Marlin 
here! Pretty Cool!  
 
Yea...I have a soft 
spot for Cobras.... 

 
We met Gary Reed when he stopped by as we 
were parking, Mark gave him Club info and they 
talked awhile, and I grabbed some pix of his 

Green 68 AMX on 
my long trek with 
fliers, he was 
parked a few rows 
over from us. 
 
John & Mary 
Humphrey are 
down from Oregon! 

I think they do a tour of shows in SoCal to get 
out of the cold in the winters. 
 
They have this 
pretty Aqua 66 
Marlin, and I have 
met them before, 
could have been 
here, or the Nation-
al in Sacramento, 
or the National in 
Sparks, but we 
have met before! And will again! Nice People. 

 
Bob has this big 
Hornet, and he al-
so has a 1957 Re-
bel, you know, the 
first Muscle Car! I 
told him about the 
All AMC Show in 
May, and I hope he 
brings one of his 

cars out. AMC has run in his Family, so you 
know he has some stories to tell! 

 
Had to take pix of 
this Big Beautiful 
1948 Diamond T 
Truck, Very Nice! A 
lotta love went into 
this baby. 
 
 

No way to get a 
real grasp of the 
show field, but 
here is a pix from 
the back of the DJ 
truck. 
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I have it from reliable sources that this is the actual AMX 
owned by Dave & Katy Chick as it made its way down the 
assembly line in 1968. Well it could have been! 

Cool “old school” car hauler. The Dunkel Bros. '49 GMC And MHS Car Hauler (Video at http://goo.gl/RQbH44) 

Who’s for going to Lake Tahoe on a road trip? With a 
1952 Hudson Hornet package? Sign me up! 

What’s the difference between an AMX and a Javelin? A Metropolitan looking for a race! 
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FREE! FREE! FREE! 
I hope that grabbed your attention. The SoCalAMX.net monthly newsletter has a nominal cost of 
$0.00 per issue due to the availability of Internet delivery. If you have problems downloading the 
newsletter I will make arrangements with you to send a copy via the United States Post Office, for a 
small fee to cover postage. 
 
The newsletter is published in the Adobe .pdf format because it can be viewed across all computer 
platforms such as Windows, Mac, and Linux. You can always download the most current version of 
Adobe Reader X (ver. 10.x currently) at their web site (adobe.com). Sometimes, if you’re having a 
problem viewing a .pdf document, installing a fresh copy of Adobe will cure your problem. Adobe’s 
new Reader seems to load much faster than past versions, but be informed the download is about 
52 meggy bites!. 
 
The newsletter is available for downloading at www.socalamx.net/1/newsletter. All back issues will 
be available as they are published monthly. If you have received a notice for this newsletter and 
wish to be taken off simply email me at mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll get you off the list promptly. 
 
Just think how busy I’ll be if articles are submitted to me, by you, members of SoCalAMX? Send all 
submissions, pictures and text, to mightypilot@gmail.com and I’ll do my best with them. The dead-
line for the following month’s newsletter is the 15th of the current month. 

Mark Melvin,  
SoCalAMX Newsletter Editor 

Support Your Newsletter 
 
Writers are needed to help support this AMC newsletter. I welcome submissions from each of you 
who attend the events we go to each month.  
 
You don’t need to be a super writer or own a wiz bang word processor program. All you have to do 
is just send me a simple email as your article text and I’ll do all the formatting and spell checking for 
you.  
 
Please do attach pictures to your email if you have them! Send your stuff to: mightypilot@gmail.com 

JOIN AMCRC! 
SoCalAMX has become a chartered club of the national AMC club known as 
AMCRC, or AMC Rambler Club. Although membership in AMCRC is not required 
for membership in SoCalAMX, it is encouraged that everyone join AMCRC to sup-
port the national and local clubs, and the AMC hobby in general. 
 
To join AMCRC go to amcrc.com and click on the “Join” link on the side.  

What do you get for joining AMCRC? You get a Start Up Packet, a quarterly publication, and Ser-
vices. Read about the details at: http://amcrc.com/info/info.htm 


